
T H E  F O U N D A T I O N S  O F  W I S D O M

WITH CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE adding philosophy to their curricula, now is the time to equip 
your students with the analytical rigor and moral clarity they’ll need to succeed. TAN is proud to offer the 

Foundations of Wisdom, a four-volume high school philosophy series that trains students to think critically, reason 
clearly, and defend the truth with confidence. Perfect for a semester-long course, each volume—authored by Fr. 
Sebastian Walshe, OPraem—guides students from the basics of rational thought to the art of uncovering and safe-
guarding truth.  The accompanying study guides include targeted questions to reinforce key concepts, making it an 
ideal choice for strengthening college readiness and lifelong intellectual formation.

1st Volume: Logic
Logic is the art of thinking well. In a world where questionable decisions and ill-found-
ed thinking prevail, logic is needed now more than ever before. With this short, suc-
cinct, and concise primer on this elementary skill, TAN Books is pleased to present to 
those beginning their journey in philosophy with this text on the basis of all reasoning: 
logic. Intended to give the basics on this art that produces clarity, sanity, and defense 
against irrational arguments, Logic guides the student through the principles needed 
in clear-thinking to encounter and work through difficulties in an increasingly complex 
world. Having the tool of logic is the way to prime the intellect in pursuit of truth and 
enable the soul to live as one who is truly free.  

2nd Volume: Philosophy of Nature 
Philosophy of Nature seeks to help man understand how to view the material universe 
that surrounds him and to see the order that God has instilled in it. The basic concepts 
of matter, form, and motion are addressed so that the modern attacks upon each one’s 
existence can be repelled. Nearly every philosophical error of modernity stems from a 
misunderstanding of the material world; this bad philosophy of nature has led to cata-
strophic conclusions that deny the spiritual world and prevent a right view of things ac-
cording to the mind of the saints, the Church, and God Himself. Understand the Church’s 
explanation of how the material world around us exists according to the philosophy of 
Saint Thomas, and deepen your understanding of the “first book” that God wrote—the 
material universe—so that we can see His mark in every aspect of creation.



3rd Volume: Philosophy of Man
All of our Faith’s truths apply to the human soul. Following upon the previous volumes 
in the series, Philosophy of Man seeks to help the beginner in philosophy understand the 
maxim of the Greeks: “Know thyself.” The study of the soul is of great use in our pursuit 
of wisdom because knowledge of the soul assists us in every other branch of knowl-
edge—for it is by means of the soul that we know. Therefore, knowing more about the 
soul will help us better understand each of the things we know. Following the philo-
sophical system of Saint Thomas, Philosophy of Man will guide the student in how to 
view his soul and to see the order that God has created. Every philosophical and theo-
logical error of modernity culminates in a misunderstanding of who the human person 

is, how he is made, and what he is made for.  In this third volume of The Foundations of Wisdom, understand how the 
Church explains that the human person is “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Deepen your understanding of our very 
selves, learning how God made us to come to know Him and see His mark in every aspect of creation.

4th Volume: Ethics
Constantly under attack in today’s day and age, the Church’s philosophy of what it 
means to be human and how to act serves as the logical consequence and culmination 
of all the truths of her theology and holy religion. In short, the Church’s philosophical 
system of ethics may well be the most important thing to learn today, and so it forms the 
culmination of our Foundations of Wisdom series. Ethics covers the teachings of Aristotle 
and Saint Thomas Aquinas, showing how living a life according to the Church’s peren-
nial philosophy not only is not contrary to reason but also leads to the culmination of 
what reason was made for: the perfection of the human person, serving as a vehicle for 
beatitude. In this fourth and final volume of The Foundations of Wisdom, you will under-
stand the Church’s teaching that the human person should act according to the light of 
natural reason by delving into the teachings of Saint Thomas and seeing how natural reason harmonizes with the 
ethics of Holy Mother Church. Finally, understand the journey to happiness that God through His Church has pro-
vided for us to reach our ultimate end: eternal beatitude by union with God.

FR. SEBASTIAN WALSHE, OPRAEM, a professor of philosophy in the seminary program, 
brings a wealth of expertise, having completed his studies at Thomas Aquinas College, 
The Catholic University of America (where he received a license in Philosophy), and the 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas (the Angelicum) in Rome, where he earned a Masters 
in Sacred Theology and a Doctorate in Philosophy. His thesis, entitled The Primacy of the 
Common Good as the Root of Personal Dignity in the Doctrine of St. Thomas Aquinas, reflects his 
deep scholarly engagement with Catholic philosophy. Additionally, Fr. Sebastian served 
as a visiting professor in the Philosophy Department at the Angelicum from 2003-2005, 
further solidifying his credentials in both teaching and academic rigor.
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