
Come, Holy Spirit! Drive far away from us 
our foes from hell, and grant us Your peace. 

Through all perils guide us safely.
Amen.



Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the Devil. For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but 

against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers 
of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in 

the heavenly places. Therefore, take the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Ephesians 6:10–13
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE BATTLE
When Our Lord overcame the Devil in the wilderness, He quoted 
Scripture. Here are collected a number of scriptural passages to read, 
ponder, and use in your battle with the enemy of your soul.

Scriptural Names and Images for the Devil and Demons
In Scripture, the Devil and his demons go by several names and are 
portrayed by several vivid images, each one pointing to some important 
aspect of their nature and activity. To know these names and images is 
to understand better the kind of opponents we face in spiritual warfare. 
They are given below with sample biblical texts where they are found.

•  The Devil, literally, “one who hurls [himself] across” the path of God’s 
plan; Mt 4:1.

•  Demon, from the ancient Greek term for a lesser deity; St. Paul identified 
such pagan gods with demonic spirits; 1 Cor 10:20–21.

The Last Judgement, detail of Satan devouring the damned in hell, c.1431 (oil on panel), An-
gelico, Fra (Guido di Pietro) (c.1387-1455) / Museo di San Marco dell’Angelico, Florence, Italy 
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•  Unclean spirit, in the sense of morally unclean or impure; Mt 10:1.
•  The Serpent, the malicious intruder in the Garden of Eden who led our 

first parents into sin; Gn 3:1; Rev 12:9. 
•  Satan, literally, “adversary, attacker”; Jb 1:6; Mt 4:10. 
•  Lucifer, literally, “Light Bearer,” because he was an angel of light before he 

fell through sin; the name is Latin and comes from older translations of 
Is 14:12.

•  Beelzebul, the prince of demons, the name of a pagan Canaanite god 
meaning “the Prince-God”; the Jews interpreted the word as “prince of 
demons” because they identified false gods with demonic spirits; Mt 12: 
24–27. The form Beelzebub, used in some Bible translations, is a contemp-
tuous adaptation of the name that means “Lord of the flies”; see also Baal-
zebub as a reference to the Canaanite god in 2 Kgs 1:2–6.

•  Abaddon, from a Hebrew word for “perishing” or “destruction”; the name 
given to the fallen “angel of the bottomless pit” (Rev 9:11). He is called in 
the same passage Apollyon, from the Greek word for “destroyer.”

•  The Evil One; 1 Jn 5:19; in the Our Father, the words usually translated as 
“deliver us from evil” (Mt 6:13) can also be translated “deliver us from the 
Evil One.”

•  The Tempter; Mt 4:3.
•  A liar and the father of lies; the deceiver of the whole world; Jn 8:44; Rev 

12:9. 
• The enemy; Mt 13:30.
•  A murderer whose temptation of our first parents brought death into the 

world, and who tempts us still to mortal sin, which leads to spiritual death; 
Jn 8:44.

•  The accuser of Christians; Rev 12:10.
•  The god of this world; the ruler of this world; world rulers of this pres-

ent darkness, leading and instigating much of the evildoing that takes 
place on earth; 2 Cor 4:4; Jn 12:31; Eph 6:12.

•  The prince of the power of the air; spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places, depicting the demonic powers as decisively influencing 
the worldly realm that includes not just the earth but also the physical 
“heavens” immediately above the earth and below the upper heavenly 
spheres; Eph 2:2; 6:12.

•  A roaring lion, seeking someone to devour; 1 Pt 5:8.



•  The Dragon, that ancient serpent, a name recalling the language in the 
Genesis account of the Fall in Eden; Rev 20:2.

•  Principalities, powers, terms describing ranks in the hierarchy of fallen 
angels; Rom 8:38; Eph 6:12.  

Incidents in Scripture Involving the Devil and Demons
These passages provide instructive examples of demonic involvement in 
human affairs.

•  The serpent’s temptation of Adam and Eve in Eden: Gn 3:1–19.
•  Satan stands up against the nation of Israel: 1 Chr 21:1.
•  The archangel Raphael is sent by God to bind the demon Asmodeus (the 

name is from the Persian words for “spirit of rage”): Tb 3:17.
•  Satan’s testing of Job: Jb 1:6–12; 2:1–7.
•  Through the Devil’s envy, death came into the world: Ws 2:24.
•  God’s angels fight demonic powers on behalf of His people: Dn 10:12–14, 

20–21.
•  “Demons and monsters shall meet” (Douay-Rheims) in the devastated, aban-

doned land of Israel that has been judged by God: Is 34:14. Though other 
translations render the Hebrew words here as “wild beasts” and “hyenas” (see 
the RSVCE), demonic powers are suggested by the rest of the verse: The He-
brew word lilith, “night specter,” “night monster,” or “night creature,” has tra-
ditionally been considered a reference to a demon, as also the Hebrew sa`ir 
(literally, “shaggy one”), which is variously translated as “satyr,” “demon,” or 
“he-goat” (see also Is 13:21 and Bar 4:35). Goat-like demonic pagan deities of 
this sort had been worshipped in the land (see Lv 17:7; 2 Chr 11:15). 

•  The prophet Ezekiel’s lamentation over the “king of Tyre” has since ancient 
times been considered, at the same time, an allegorical reference to Satan’s 
rebellion: Ez 28:12–19.

•  The Lord rebukes Satan for accusing Joshua, the high priest: Zec 3:1–5.
•  Satan’s temptation of Jesus in the wilderness: Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; Lk 

4:1–13.
•  Demonic spirits exorcised by Jesus: Mt 4:24; 8:28–34; 9:32–34; 12:22–

28; 17:14–21; Mk 1:21–28, 32–34, 39; 3:11–12, 22–26; 5:1–20; Mk 7:24–30; 
9:14–29; Lk 4:31–37, 41; 6:17–19; 8:1–3, 26–39; 9:37–43; 11:14–19; 13:10–
17; Acts 10:34–38.   

•  Jesus rebukes Satan for planting thoughts in St. Peter’s head: Mt 16:21–23; 
Mk 8:31–33.



•  The Apostles and other followers of Jesus exorcise demons: Mt 10:3; Mk 
6:7–13; Mk 9:38–41; Lk 9:1–6, 49–50; 10:17–20; Acts 5:12–16; 8:4–8.

•  Jesus’ adversaries accuse him of being demon-possessed, and He responds 
that they themselves are imitating Satan: Jn 8:43–51.

•  Satan enters into Judas as he plans to betray Jesus: Lk 22:3–6; Jn 13:26–30.
•  Satan demands to have St. Peter: Lk 22:31–34.
•  Satan has filled Ananias’ heart when he lies to the Apostles: Acts 5:1–6.
•  St. Paul tells how Jesus said that He would use the Apostle to turn people 

from Satan to God: Acts 26:16–18.
•  Elymas the magician, “son of the Devil”: Acts 13:8–12.
•  A demonic spirit of divination is exorcised: Acts 16:16–18.
•  Unbelievers attempting to be exorcists are overpowered by demons: Acts 

19:11–17.
•  St. Paul instructs Christians at Corinth and Ephesus to “deliver” hardened 

sinners “to Satan” so that they will be chastised: 1 Cor 5:4–5; 1 Tm 1:19–20. 
•  One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the Church is the discernment of 

spirits: 1 Cor 12:10.
•  St. Paul is harassed by an unspecified “thorn, a messenger of Satan”: 2 Cor 

12:7–10.
•  Satan repeatedly hinders St. Paul from traveling to Thessalonika: 1 Thes 

2:18.
•  Some widows in the early Church “have strayed after Satan”: 1 Tm 5:15. 
•  Those who oppose the truth of the Gospel have been captured by the Devil 

but can escape by God’s grace: 2 Tm 2:24–26.
•  Even the demons know that God exists, and it terrifies them: Jas 2:19.
•  The archangel St. Michael once disputed with the Devil over the body of 

Moses: Jude 9.
•  The Devil tests early Christians: Rev 2:9–10.
•  Early heresies, “the deep things of Satan”: Rev 2:24–25.
•  The ancient Serpent makes war against “the Woman clothed with the sun” 

and her children, but is defeated by St. Michael: Rev 12:1–17.
•  The “lawless one” (the Anti-Christ) will have power and work with coun-

terfeit signs and wonders through Satan’s activity: 1 Thes 2:19.
•  Demonic spirits perform counterfeit signs: Rev 16:13–14.
• Satan is bound: Rev 20:1–4.
•  The Devil is cast into the lake of fire: Rev 20:10.



Scripture Verses for Warfare
These passages provide aid in warfare for those who will ponder and act 
upon the truths they teach us. Recite them as battle cries in the heat of 
the conflict.

Jesus Christ, Our Champion

When the battle is fierce, turn your eyes to our victorious Commander and 
place your confidence in Him. 

1 Jn 3:8: The Son of God came to destroy the works of the Devil. 
1 Cor 15:57–58: We have victory through Jesus Christ.
Phil 2:9–11: Every knee shall bow to Jesus. 
Col 2:15: Christ disarmed the demonic principalities and powers. 
Eph 4:7–8, 10: Christ made the demons captives. 
Rev 19:11–14, 16: The King of kings and Lord of lords leads His armies. 
Rev 7:10–11: The accuser of our brethren has been conquered by the blood 
of the Lamb. 

Declarations of God’s victory

When the outcome of the war seems uncertain, recall in faith that God’s ulti-
mate triumph is secure.

Rev 11:17; 19:6–7a: The Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
1 Jn 4:4: He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
Is 42:13: The Lord shows Himself mighty against His foes. 
Jude 6: The demons are kept by Him in eternal chains. 
Rev 11:15: Christ shall reign for ever and ever. 
Ps 27: The Lord is your light and salvation. 
Ps 99: The Lord reigns from His heavenly throne.
Ps 92:9: God’s enemies shall perish. 

Words of encouragement, consolation, and hope

When the Enemy seeks to discourage, dismay, or grieve you, let these scriptural 
promises lift up your soul in trust and hope.

Heb 2:14: Christ delivers us from the fear of death. 
1 Cor 15:21–25: All Christ’s enemies will be placed under His feet. 
2 Thes 3:3: The Lord will guard you from the Evil One. 



Dt 3:22: The Lord your God fights for you. 
Dt 20:3–4: The Lord your God goes with you and fights for you against your 
enemies. 
Sir 33:1: No evil will befall those who fear the Lord. 
Mk 16:17: Jesus’ disciples will cast out demons in His name. 
Lk 10:17–20: Jesus’ disciples are given authority over all the power of the 
Enemy. 
2 Cor 2:14: Christ always leads us in triumph. 
Rom 16:19–20: The God of peace will soon crush Satan under our feet. 
Jn 10:28: No one shall snatch us out of Christ’s hand. 
Rom 8:35, 37–39: We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
Prv 18:10: The name of the Lord is a strong tower.
Ps 119:114: God is our hiding place. 
Is 54:17: No weapon fashioned against you shall prosper. 
Heb 4:13: Come to God with confidence to receive mercy and grace in time 
of need. 
Zep 3:17: The Lord is in our midst, a Warrior who gives victory. 
Ps 23: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
Ps 91: He will send His angels to guard you in all your ways. 
Ps 121:1–8: The Lord will keep you from all evil.
Ps 125: The Lord is round about His people
Ps 68:1: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered.
Ps 62:5–8: God is a refuge for us. 
Ps 34:4–7: The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him. 
Ps 32:6–7: God is a hiding place for us. 
Ps 94: The Lord has become our stronghold. 
1 Jn 1:13: We have overcome the Evil One. 
1 Jn 5:18–19: The Evil One does not touch whoever is born of God. 
Rev 2:10–11: Be faithful unto death, and God will give you the crown of life.
Rev 2:7: The one who conquers will eat from the tree of life. 
Rev 2:26–29: Christ will give His followers authority over demonic powers. 
Rev 3:11–12, 21: The one who conquers will be made a pillar in the temple of 
God and will sit with Christ on His throne.
2 Tm 4:7–8: I have fought the good fight.  



Words in temptation and testing

The ordinary activity of the Enemy is to seek the ruin of souls through various 
kinds of temptation. These passages offer counsel about how to turn away from 
evil so that you can overcome temptation and pass the tests that God allows for 
your strengthening.

Heb 2:17–18; 4:14–16: Christ was tempted as we are, yet without sinning. 
Sir 2:1: If you serve the Lord, prepare yourself for temptation. 
Jn 17:15: Jesus prayed that the Father would keep us from the Evil One. 
Jas 1:2–4: The testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
Ps 139:23–24: God, try me and know my thoughts. 
Ps 26:2–3: Lord, test my heart and my mind.
Mk 14:38: Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. 
Jas 4:7–8: Resist the Devil and he will flee from you. 
Jas 1:12–15: We are tempted by our own desires. 
1 Cor 10:12–13: God will not let you be tempted beyond your strength. 
Prv 14:16: A wise man is cautious and turns away from evil.
Prv 14:27: Through fear of the Lord we avoid the snares of death. 
Prv 15:3: The Lord is always watching us. 

The Temptation of St. Benedict, c.1587 (oil on canvas), Allori, Alessandro (1535-1607) / 
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Prv 22:3: A prudent man sees danger and hides himself.
Prv 22:5: He who guards himself will keep far from thorns and snares. 
Prv 16:17: He who guards his way preserves his life. 
Prv 16:18: Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 
Prv 17:3: The Lord tests hearts. 
Prv 4:14–15: Turn away from the path of the wicked
Gal 8:1: When you see others sin, look to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
1 Tm 6:9–10: Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation. 
Heb 3:7–8: Today, when you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.
Heb 3:7–8: Faith is tested by trials.
2 Pt 2:9: The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial. 
2 Cor 10:15: Take every thought captive to obey Christ. 
Prv 4:23–27: Keep your heart with all vigilance. 
Ps 119:11: I have laid up God’s word in my heart, that I might not sin against 
Him. 
Ps 141:3–4: Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord.
2 Cor 13:5: Test yourselves. 
Jude 24–25: God is able to keep you from falling. 

Words of exhortation in battle

In moments when you are tempted to be careless or halfhearted in the struggle, 
let these exhortations stir you to a renewed valor in battle and provide you with 
strategies to follow.

Jb 7:1: Our life on earth is a warfare.
Eph 6:10–20; 1 Thes 5:8–11: Put on the armor of God.
2 Cor 10:3–5: The weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds. 
1 Tm 1:19: Wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. 
1 Tm 6:12–16: Fight the good fight of the faith. 
2 Tm 2:3–4: Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
Rom 12:21: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Jas 5:16: The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects. 
Prv 20:18: By wise guidance wage war. 
Mk 9:29: This kind [of demon] cannot be driven out by anything but prayer 
and fasting.
1 Jn 4:1–3: Test the spirits, to see whether they are of God. 



Words of warning in battle

The Enemy is crafty and powerful. Heed these warnings to avoid his ambush.

1 Pt 5:8–9: Be sober, be watchful; the Devil prowls around like a roaring lion. 
2 Cor 11:14: Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
Jn 8:44: The Devil is a liar and the father of lies. 
2 Cor 11:3: The Devil can deceive us by his cunning. 
1 Tm 4:1–2: Some will leave the faith by believing deceitful spirits and doc-
trines of demons.
Jas 3:13–18: Traits of devilish wisdom. 
Eph 4:26–27: Be angry but do not sin; give no opportunity to the Devil. 

Psalms and canticles of praise and supplication in battle

A number of the Psalms and other scriptural canticles praise God for giving His 
people victory in battle and ask for God’s assistance. Though most were written to 
sing about military combat between the ancient Israelites and their enemies, the 
Church Fathers encourage us to view them now as descriptions of the spiritual 
warfare of Christians against the Devil and his hosts, with prayers for God’s help 
and declarations of His triumph over evil.

Ps 144: The Lord, my rock, trains my hands for war. 
Ps 124: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Ps 118: The Lord is on my side to help me.
Ps 18: The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer. 
Ps 149: The Lord adorns the humble with victory. 
Lk 1:46–52: He who is mighty has done great things for me. 
Ex 15:1–18: The Lord will reign for ever and ever. 
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INTRODUCTION
This edition of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible has been prepared for the 
use of Catholics by a committee of the Catholic Biblical Association of Great Brit-
ain. It is published with ecclesiastical approval and by agreement with the Standard 
Bible Committee and the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

The Revised Standard Version itself needs no lengthy introduction, being already 
well known and widely read. It is, as its Preface states, “an authorized revision of 
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision of the 
King James Version, published in 1611.” In Britain, the King James Version is more 
commonly called the Authorized Version. It occupies a unique place in English Bib-
lical and indeed literary tradition. The Standard Bible of 1901 was the work of an 
American committee revising it in the light of modern textual criticism. In 1937 it 
was decided to make a revision of the Standard Version which should “embody the 
best results of modern scholarship as to the meaning of the Scriptures, and express 
this meaning in English diction which is designed for use in public and private 
worship and preserves those qualities which have given to the King James Version 
a supreme place in English literature.” The New Testament in this new version was 
published in 1946 and the whole Bible in 1952.

The remarkable success which attended the new revision on its appearance 

on all sides as a translation which combines accuracy and clarity of meaning with 
beauty of language and traditional diction.

For four hundred years, following upon the great upheaval of the Reformation, 

translations of the Bible of having been in some way manipulated in the interests 
of doctrinal presuppositions. It must be admitted that these suspicions were not 
always without foundation. At the present time, however, the sciences of textual 
criticism and philology, not to mention others, have made such great advances that 
the Bible text used by translators is substantially the same for all—Protestants and 
Catholics alike.

Today, and indeed since the appearance in 1943 of the Encyclical Letter Divino 

to the original languages and base their translations on the same critical prin-
ciples.

With the improvement in interdenominational relations and the advance of Bib-
lical knowledge, the possibility of producing a Bible common to all Christians was 
mooted as far back as 1953. It was felt that, if such a thing could be achieved, it 

prejudices and in fostering still further good relations between the Churches. The 
Word of God would then not only be our common heritage and unifying link but 
be recognized as such, and those engaged in theological discussion could appeal to 
the same authoritative text. A decisive step toward this objective could be made by 
editing the Revised Standard Version for Catholic use.
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A small committee of members of the Catholic Biblical Association was formed 
and permission obtained to examine this translation and suggest any changes that 
might be required to make it acceptable to Catholics. The Standard Bible Com-
mittee of the U.S.A. was then approached and they gave warm welcome to the 

of ecumenical relations. However, ideas of this kind take time to penetrate all levels 

what seemed to many in 1953 to be a novel idea of doubtful value or even of no 
value at all is now generally recognized to be a legitimate and desirable goal.

In the present edition the aim has not been to improve the translation as such. 
No doubt there are many places where a different rendering might have been cho-
sen on critical grounds. This has been avoided. But there are other places where, 
the critical evidence being evenly balanced, considerations of Catholic tradition 
have favored a particular rendering or the inclusion of a passage omitted by the 
RSV translators.

In the Old Testament it has not been thought necessary to make any changes 
in the text. There is, however, the very important difference in the number of 
books. Catholic Bibles include seven extra books and parts of two others. These 
are known to Catholics as “deuterocanonical” and are regarded as an integral part 
of the Canon of the Old Testament. They are here printed in the order in which 
they appear in the Latin Vulgate, with the exception of the extra parts of the Book 
of Esther. As these parts do not occur in the Hebrew text of Esther, St. Jerome ex-
tracted them from their place in the Greek in deference to the view favoring their 
canonicity and included them in his translation of Esther. But not regarding them 
as canonical he put them together at the end of the Hebrew text regardless of their 
historical or logical sequence. In this edition of the RSV they have been restored to 
their proper place in the narrative. These books and parts of books are regarded by 
Protestants as apocryphal.

This question of the “Apocrypha” is the one big problem left and needs to be 
carefully considered when discussing the possibility of a common Bible. The 
books known as the Apocrypha are: 1 and 2 Esdras (3 and 4 Esdras), Tobit, Judith, 
 Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch with the Letter of Jeremiah, 1 and 2 Mac-
cabees, Additions to Daniel and to Esther, and the Prayer of Manasseh. Since the 
time of the Reformation these books have been regarded as noncanonical by Prot-
estants and either grouped at the end of the Old Testament or left out altogether. 
Roman Catholics, on the other hand, have continued to regard them as inspired 
and canonical, with the following exceptions. There are three items in the Apocry-
pha which are not included in the deuterocanonical books, namely, 1 and 2 Esdras 
(3 and 4 Esdras) and the Prayer of Manasseh, and which in consequence are not 
printed in this Bible. The other books are given in the translation of the Revised 
Standard Version, which was published in 1957.

A word must be said here about the origin of these books. In the days of Jesus 

the Scriptures. Besides the books of the Hebrew Canon as we now know it, there 

-
mined. Though many of them had been written in Hebrew and Aramaic they seem 
to have circulated mainly outside Palestine, in a Greek translation or text, among 

 iv 
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the Greek-speaking Jews of the Dispersion, especially in Egypt. The books were 
less acceptable to the Jews of the Pharisaic tradition in Jerusalem, but many frag-
ments of them in Hebrew and Aramaic have been found at Qumran where there 
was a religious community distinct from the Pharisees.

Hebrew Scriptures. Very soon the Greek-speaking Jewish and Gentile converts out-
numbered those of Aramaic speech; and consequently the Bible they used, namely, 
the Greek Septuagint translation which included the books referred to above, came 
into general use. The books thus came to be implicitly accepted by the Christians 

-
ing the limits of the Old Testament Canon.

With the virtual disappearance of the priestly class as a force in Judaism after 
the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70, and the rise of the Pharisees to a posi-
tion of dominance as champions of the national heritage, the Jews set about the 

-

Bible consisted only of books written up to the time of Ezra, when prophecy was 
deemed to have ceased; and this criterion, though not applied uniformly, excluded 
the books of more recent origin which were on the whole less in accord with the 
Pharisaic outlook. The need for a decision was forced upon the Jews because of the 
growing controversies with Christians; and besides delimiting the Canon of Scrip-
ture they also not long afterward condemned the Greek Septuagint translation as 
inaccurate. Though the decision about the Canon was not of course binding upon 

various writers expressed doubts about the extra books of the Greek Bible which 
had come into general use. This was especially so in the fourth century A.D. when, 

-
-

ing the eighth and ninth centuries at Nicaea and Constantinople. But doubts and 
adverse opinions continued to be expressed in various quarters and by prominent 
writers.

In the sixteenth century the Reformers rejected the extra books, partly, perhaps, 
because some of the teaching contained in them seemed to favor Roman doctrine, 

Trent issued its decree on the Canon of Scripture in 1546 declaring that all the 
books which it had been the custom to read in the Catholic Church and which 
were contained in the ancient Latin Vulgate Bible must be accepted as sacred and 
canonical. The decree gave the list of the books in question which in fact coincided 
with the lists issued by earlier Councils in the West. It is interesting to note that 
though 3 and 4 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh were excluded from the list they 
were printed at the end of many subsequent Latin Bibles “ne prorsus interirent”—
“lest they altogether perish.”

The positions taken up in the sixteenth century with regard to the Old Testa-
ment Canon are substantially the same as those held today. The aim of this edition 
is to show that there is more common ground for the practical purpose of Bible 

-
dency on the part of Protestants to include the “Apocrypha” in their Bibles without 
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necessarily admitting their inspired and canonical character. On the other hand, 

of books in the Old Testament as they once did. There seems room for some ac-
commodation here. This is an important development and it must be taken in con-
junction with another equally important, namely, the steadily diminishing number 
of textual differences, as may be seen in the present edition.

contrast between the uniformity imposed on the Hebrew text by the rabbis and 
the lack of it in the Greek text of the Christian Bible. The other ancient versions 
add to the variety. The consequence of this is that there are often substantial dif-
ferences between the English translations of these books according to which Greek 
recension or version has been used. Thus, for example, in the case of the Book of 
Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), the Latin, on which the Douay Version is based, is notably 
longer than the Revised Standard Version which is based on the Greek. It is gener-
ally agreed that the Greek underlying the RSV is better than the recension under-
lying the Latin. On critical principles therefore we should accept the RSV text as 
preferable to the Douay. It is admitted today that the decree of Trent declaring that 
Catholics must accept the books contained in the Latin Vulgate with all their parts 
does not oblige us to accept passages which have been judged, according to the best 
critical principles, not to be part of the original text. Thus the passage known as the 
“Three Heavenly Witnesses” or the “Comma Johanneum” (I John 5.7-8), which is 
in the Latin Vulgate and in versions based on it, does not appear in recent Catholic 
editions of the New Testament. This procedure is in accordance with the directives 

The aim of the translator must be to render into intelligible language, as faith-
fully as possible, what he regards on solid critical grounds as the original text or the 
closest possible approximation to it. In some cases the original has not come down 
to us, but it is still incumbent on the translator to try to get as near as possible to 
it by a study of the most ancient versions.

In conclusion, a tribute of thanks must be paid to the Catholic bishops who have 
approved this edition and to the American Standard Bible Committee who have 

delays. Thanks are due also to all those who throughout the years of waiting have 
been inspired by the ideal of Christian unity to persevere in the work of producing 
this Bible. Its appearance coincides in time with a development in relations be-
tween Christian bodies which no one could have foreseen ten years ago, a develop-

may all be one” (John 17.21).

 vi 
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The First Book of Moses Commonly Called

GENESIS
Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath

1*In the beginning God created a the 
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 

was without form and void, and dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep; and 
the Spirit b of God was moving over the 
face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good; and God sepa-
rated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, one day.

6 -
ment in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the wa-
ters.” 7

and separated the waters which were 

it was so. 8 -
ment Heaven. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let 
the earth put forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 
fruit in which is their seed, each accord-
ing to its kind, upon the earth.” And it 
was so. 12 The earth brought forth vege-
tation, plants yielding seed according to 
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 
in which is their seed, each according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

13 And there was evening and there was 
morning, a third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights 

separate the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and for seasons and 
for days and years, 15 and let them be 

to give light upon the earth.” And it 
was so. 16 And God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night; 
he made the stars also. 17 And God set 

to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. 19 And 
there was evening and there was morn-
ing, a fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring 
forth swarms of living creatures, and let 

-
mament of the heavens.” 21 So God cre-
ated the great sea monsters and every 
living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, 

-
ters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” 23 And there was evening 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their 
kinds: cattle and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds and the cattle according to a Or When God began to create   b Or wind   
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their kinds, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness; and let 

sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” 27 So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he 
created them. 28 And God blessed them, 
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon 
the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I 
have given you every plant yielding seed 
which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. 30 And to ev-
ery beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And 
God saw everything that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, a 
sixth day.

2Thus the heavens and the earth 

them. 2 -
ished his work which he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all 
his work which he had done. 3 So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed 
it, because on it God rested from all his 
work which he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were 
 created.

Another Account of the Creation
*In the day that the LORD God made 

the earth and the heavens, 5 when no 

up—for the LORD God had not caused 
it to rain upon the earth, and there was 
no man to till the ground; 6 but a mist c 
went up from the earth and watered the 
whole face of the ground— 7 then the 
LORD God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a liv-
ing being. 8 And the LORD God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. 
9 And out of the ground the LORD God 
made to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food, the tree 
of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.

10

the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. 11 The name of the 

around the whole land of Hav´ilah, 
where there is gold; 12 and the gold of 
that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. 13 The name of the sec-
ond river is Gihon; it is the one which 

14 And the name of the third river is Ti-

the fourth river is the Euphra´tes.
15 The LORD God took the man and put 

him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; 17 but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall die.”

18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I 

Genesis 1:26  2  

c Or    

RSV new.indb   2 9/3/09   11:00:56 PM



19 So out of the ground the LORD God 
-

ery bird of the air, and brought them 
to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called ev-
ery living creature, that was its name. 
20 The man gave names to all cattle, and 
to the birds of the air, and to every beast 

21 So the 
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place 

22 and the rib which the LORD 
God had taken from the man he made 
into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23 Then the man said,

  “This at last is bone of my bones

  she shall be called Woman, d 
  because she was taken out 

of Man.” e 

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and 
his mother and cleaves to his wife, and 

25 And the man 
and his wife were both naked, and were 
not ashamed.

The First Sin and Its Punishment

3Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any other wild creature that 

the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not 
eat of any tree of the garden’?” 2 And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; 
3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch 
it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die. 5 For 
God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that 

leaves together and made themselves 
 aprons.

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 
the LORD God called to the man, and said 
to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, 
“I heard the sound of thee in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, because I was na-
ked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, 
“What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, 
and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the 
 serpent,

  “Because you have done this,
  cursed are you above all cattle,
  and above all wild animals;
  upon your belly you shall go,
  and dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.
 15 I will put enmity between you and 

the woman,
  and between your seed and her 

 seed;
  he shall bruise your head,*
  and you shall bruise his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,

  “I will greatly multiply your pain in 
childbearing;

  3  Genesis 3:16

d Heb ishshah   e Heb ish   
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  in pain you shall bring forth 
 children,

  yet your desire shall be for your 
 husband,

  and he shall rule over you.”

17 And to Adam he said,

  “Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife,

  and have eaten of the tree
  of which I commanded you,
  ‘You shall not eat of it,’
  cursed is the ground because of you;
  in toil you shall eat of it all the 

days of your life;
 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring 

forth to you;
  and you shall eat the plants of the 

 19 In the sweat of your face
  you shall eat bread
  till you return to the ground,
  for out of it you were taken;
  you are dust,
  and to dust you shall return.”

20 The man called his wife’s name 
Eve, f because she was the mother of 
all living. 21 And the LORD God made 
for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins, and clothed them.

22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, 
the man has become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, lest he 
put forth his hand and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever”— 
23 therefore the LORD God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from which he was taken. 24 He 
drove out the man; and at the east of 
the garden of Eden he placed the cheru-

every way, to guard the way to the tree 
of life.

Cain Murders Abel

4*Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and 
-

ing, “I have gotten g a man with the help 
of the LORD.” 2 And again, she bore his 
brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of 

3

the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 
ground, 4 -

-
tions. And the LORD had regard for Abel 
and his offering, 5

very angry, and his countenance fell. 
6 The LORD

angry, and why has your countenance 
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be 
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
is couching at the door; its desire is for 
you, but you must master it.”

8

h And when they 

his brother Abel, and killed him. 9 Then 
the LORD

your brother?” He said, “I do not know; 
am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the 
LORD said, “What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood is crying 
to me from the ground. 11 And now you 
are cursed from the ground, which has 
opened its mouth to receive your broth-
er’s blood from your hand. 12 When you 
till the ground, it shall no longer yield to 
you its strength; you shall be a fugitive 
and a wanderer on the earth.” 13

said to the LORD, “My punishment is 
greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, thou 
hast driven me this day away from the 
ground; and from thy face I shall be 
hidden; and I shall be a fugitive and a 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

15 Then the LORD 
said to him, “Not so! i If any one slays 

Genesis 3:17  4  

f The name in Hebrew resembles the word for 
living   g Heb qanah, get   h 

Vg: Heb lacks    i Gk Syr Vg: 
Heb Therefore   
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 sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark 

should kill him. 16

away from the presence of the LORD, and 
dwelt in the land of Nod, j east of Eden.

Beginnings of Civilization
17 -

ceived and bore Enoch; and he built a 
city, and called the name of the city after 
the name of his son, Enoch. 18 To Enoch 
was born Irad; and Irad was the father of 
 Mehu´ja-el, and Mehu´ja-el the father 
of Methu´sha-el, and Methu´sha-el the 
father of Lamech. 19 And Lamech took 
two wives; the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 
20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of 
those who dwell in tents and have cat-
tle. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he 
was the father of all those who play the 
lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah bore Tubal-cain; 
he was the forger of all instruments of 
bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-
cain was Na´amah.

23 Lamech said to his wives:

  “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  you wives of Lamech, hearken to 

what I say:
  I have slain a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 24

  truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and 
she bore a son and called his name Seth, 
for she said, “God has appointed for me 

slew him.” 26 To Seth* also a son was 
born, and he called his name Enosh. At 
that time men began to call upon the 
name of the LORD.

Adam’s Descendants to Noah and His Sons

5This is the book of the generations* 
of Adam. When God created man, 

he made him in the likeness of God. 
2 Male and female he created them, 
and he blessed them and named them 
Man when they were created. 3 When 
Adam had lived a hundred and thirty 
years, he became the father of a son in 
his own likeness, after his image, and 
named him Seth. 4 The days of Adam 
after he became the father of Seth were 
eight hundred years; and he had other 
sons and daughters. 5 Thus all the days 
that Adam lived were nine hundred and 
thirty years; and he died.

6 When Seth had lived a hundred 

of Enosh. 7 Seth lived after the birth of 
Enosh eight hundred and seven years, 
and had other sons and daughters. 
8 Thus all the days of Seth were nine 
hundred and twelve years; and he died.

9 When Enosh had lived ninety years, 
he became the father of Kenan. 10 Enosh 
lived after the birth of Kenan eight hun-

sons and daughters. 11 Thus all the days 

years; and he died.
12 When Kenan had lived seventy years, 

he became the father of Mahal´alel. 
 13 Kenan lived after the birth of 
 Mahal´alel eight hundred and forty 
years, and had other sons and daughters. 
14 Thus all the days of Kenan were nine 
hundred and ten years; and he died.

15 When Mahal´alel had lived sixty-

Jared. 16 Mahal´alel lived after the birth 
of Jared eight hundred and thirty years, 
and had other sons and daughters. 
17 Thus all the days of Mahal´alel were 

and he died.
18 When Jared had lived a hundred and 

sixty-two years he became the father 
of Enoch. 19 Jared lived after the birth 
of Enoch eight hundred years, and had 
other sons and daughters. 20 Thus all 

  5  Genesis 5:20
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the days of Jared were nine hundred and 
sixty-two years; and he died.

21 When Enoch had lived sixty-

 Methu´selah. 22 Enoch walked with God 
after the birth of Methu´selah three 
hundred years, and had other sons and 
daughters. 23 Thus all the days of Enoch 

24 Enoch walked with God; and he was 
not, for God took him.

25 When Methu´selah had lived a hun-
dred and eighty-seven years, he became 
the father of Lamech. 26 Methu´selah 
lived after the birth of Lamech seven 
hundred and eighty-two years, and had 
other sons and daughters. 27 Thus all the 
days of Methu´selah were nine hundred 
and sixty-nine years; and he died.

28 When Lamech had lived a hundred 
and eighty-two years, he became the 
father of a son, 29 and called his name 
Noah, saying, “Out of the ground which 
the LORD has cursed this one shall bring 
us relief from our work and from the 
toil of our hands.” 30 Lamech lived af-

and daughters. 31 Thus all the days of 
Lamech were seven hundred and sev-
enty-seven years; and he died.

32

old, Noah became the father of Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.

The Wickedness of Mankind

6When men began to multiply on the 
face of the ground, and daughters 

were born to them, 2 the sons of God* 
saw that the daughters of men were fair; 
and they took to wife such of them as 
they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My 
spirit shall not abide in man for ever, for 

-
dred and twenty years.” 4 The Nephilim 
were on the earth in those days, and 

also afterward, when the sons of God 
came in to the daughters of men, and 
they bore children to them. These were 
the mighty men that were of old, the 
men of renown.

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that ev-
ery imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 6 And 
the LORD was sorry that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him 
to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will 
blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the ground, man and beast 
and creeping things and birds of the air, 
for I am sorry that I have made them.” 
8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of 
the LORD.

Noah Pleases God
9 These are the generations of Noah. 

Noah was a righteous man, blame-
less in his generation; Noah walked 
with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11 *Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
-

lence. 12 And God saw the earth, and 

corrupted their way upon the earth. 
13 And God said to Noah, “I have de-

through them; behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. 14 Make yourself 
an ark of gopher wood; make rooms in 
the ark, and cover it inside and out with 
pitch. 15 This is how you are to make 
it: the length of the ark three hundred 

height thirty cubits. 16 Make a roof k for 

and set the door of the ark in its side; 
make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17

of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 

under heaven; everything that is on the 
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earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my 
covenant with you; and you shall come 
into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of 

bring two of every sort into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be 
male and female. 20 Of the birds accord-
ing to their kinds, and of the animals 
according to their kinds, of every creep-
ing thing of the ground according to its 
kind, two of every sort shall come in 
to you, to keep them alive. 21 Also take 
with you every sort of food that is eaten, 
and store it up; and it shall serve as food 
for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; 
he did all that God commanded him.

The Great Flood

7Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go 
into the ark, you and all your 

household, for I have seen that you are 
righteous before me in this generation. 
2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and his mate; and a 
pair of the animals that are not clean, 
the male and his mate; 3 and seven pairs 
of the birds of the air also, male and fe-
male, to keep their kind alive upon the 
face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I 
will send rain upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights; and every living thing 
that I have made I will blot out from the 
face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all 
that the LORD had commanded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when 

7 And Noah and his sons and his wife 
and his sons’ wives with him went into 

8 Of clean animals, and of animals that 
are not clean, and of birds, and of ev-
erything that creeps on the ground, 9 two 
and two, male and female, went into the 
ark with Noah, as God had commanded 
Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters 

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that 
day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell 
upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 13 On the very same day Noah 
and his sons, Shem and Ham and Ja-
pheth, and Noah’s wife and the three 
wives of his sons with them entered the 
ark, 14 they and every beast according 
to its kind, and all the cattle accord-
ing to their kinds, and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth according 
to its kind, and every bird according to  
its kind, every bird of every sort. 15 They 
went into the ark with Noah, two and 

breath of life. 16 And they that entered, 

as God had commanded him; and the 
LORD shut him in.

17

the earth; and the waters increased, and 
bore up the ark, and it rose high above 
the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and 
increased greatly upon the earth; and 

19 And the waters prevailed so mightily 
upon the earth that all the high moun-
tains under the whole heaven were cov-
ered; 20 the waters prevailed above the 

deep. 21

upon the earth, birds, cattle, beasts, all 
swarming creatures that swarm upon 
the earth, and every man; 22 everything 
on the dry land in whose nostrils was the 
breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every 
living thing that was upon the face of the 
ground, man and animals and creeping 
things and birds of the air; they were 
blotted out from the earth. Only Noah 
was left, and those that were with him in 
the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed upon 
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