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FIRST PART.
History of the Old Testament.

FIRST EPOCH.
From Adam to Abraham.

CHAPTER 1.
The Creation of the World.

The heavens show forth the glory of God, and the firmament de-
clareth the work of His hands.—Ps. 18, 1.
N the beginning God created heaven and earth. The
earth was void and empty, darkness was on the face of
the deep, and the Spirit of God moved over the waters. God
said: “Be light made,” and light was made. This was the
first day.

2. On the second day God said: “Let there be a firmament
made amidst the waters; and let it divide the waters from
the waters.”” And it was so. God called the firmament
Heaven.

3. On the third day God said: “Let the waters that are
under the heaven be gathered into one place; and let the dry
land appear.” And it was so done. God called the dry
land, Earth; the gathered waters, Seas. He also said: “Let
the earth bring forth the green herb and such as may seed,
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after its kind.” And it
was so done.

4. The fourth day God said: “Let there be lights made

1



2 HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

in the firmament of heaven, to divide the day and the night,
and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and
for years.” And it was so done. God made the sun, moon
and countless stars, and set them in the firmament of heaven,
to shine upon the earth, and to rule the day and the night.
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THE CREATION OF THE WORLD.

5. The fifth day God said: “Let the waters bring forth the
creeping creatures having life, and the fowl that may fly over
the earth under the firmament of heaven.” And God created
fish and birds of every kind, and He blessed them, saying,
“Increase and multiply.”

6. The sixth day God said: “Let the earth bring forth the
living creature in its kind: cattle and creeping things, and
beasts of the earth accerding to their kinds.” And it was so
done. At last God created man, and gave him dominion over
all the rest. And God saw all the works that He had made,
and they were very good. The seventh day God rested, and
He blessed that day and made it holy.
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QUESTIONS.

1. What did God create in the beginning? In what condition
was the earth at first? What moved over the waters? What was
then made? 2. What was made on the second day? 3. What
did God say on the third day? What did God call the dry land?
The waters? What else did God then create? 4. What did God
say on the fourth day? 5. What did God say on the fifth day?
6. On the sixth day? What did God give to man? What did God
do on the seventh day?

CHAPTER 1II.
Creation and Fall of the Angels.

O ye angels of the Lord, bless the Lord; praise and exalt Him above
all forever.—Dan. 3, 58.

ESIDES the visible world, God also created an invis-
B ible world, namely, innumerable spirits called Angels.
They were all good, happy, and endowed with excellent gifts
of nature and of grace; but they did not all continue in that
state, for, being possessed of a free will, a great many of
them abused it, lost the grace of God, and became wicked.

2. They rebelled against God—Lucifer, their leader, say-
ing: “We shall be like unto the Most High; we will place
our throne above the stars.”

3. Then there was a great strife in heaven. Michael and
the other angels who had remained faithful to God, fought
against the bad and rebellious spirits, whose chief is now
called Satan, or the Devil. The bad angels were conquered
and cast from heaven down to hell. The angels who remained
faithful were rewarded with everlasting happiness. They
forever see the face of God in heaven.

QUESTIONS.

1. Besides the visible world, what did God -create? In what
state were the angels first? Did they all continue in that happy
state? 2. What did they do? What did Lucifer, their leader,
say? 3. What was there then in heaven? Against whom did
Michael and the other good angels fight? Who were conquered, and
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how were the bad angels punished? How were the good angels
rewarded?

CHAPTER III.

Creation of the First Man.— Paradise.— The First Com-
mandment. — Creation of Eve.

He that liveth forever, created all things together. God only shall
be justified, and He remaineth an invincible king
forever.—Ecclus., 18, 1.

HEN God created man, He said: “Let us make man

to our image and likeness, and give him dominion
over all animals and over the whole earth.” He then formed
a human body of the slime of the earth, breathed into his face
the breath of life, and man became a living soul. At the same
moment God added to the nature of man many favors, and,
especially, sanctifying grace. Thus was made the first man,
who was named Adam, that is to say, man taken from the
earth. By his nature man was the image of God; by grace
he was the likeness of God.

2. By a special effect of His goodness the Lord God cre-
ated, expressly for man, a garden of pleasure, called Paradise.
There were in it all sorts of beautiful trees, covered with
delicious fruit; and in the middle of the garden stood the
tree of life, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. A
viver, divided into four branches, watered the whole garden.

3. It was in this garden of delights that God placed man,
that he might cultivate it for his own pleasure and occupa-
tion. God then commanded man, saying: “Of every tree of
Paradise thou shalt eat, but of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil thou shalt not eat; for in what day soever thou shalt
eat of it, thou shalt die the death.”

4. Adam was still alone on the earth. Hence God said:
“It is not good for man to be alone; let us make him a help
like unto himself.” Then God caused all the animals to
come before Adam, that he might give to each its name. But
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lfor Adam there was not found a help like unto himself; there-
fore, casting a deep sleep upon Adam, God took one of his
ribs and formed of it a woman. When Adam awoke, God
brought to him his wife; and Adam rejoiced to see another
being like himself. He called her Eve, that is, Mother of
the Living.

QUESTIONS.

1. What did God say when He created man? How did He create
man? What was the first man called? How is man the image of
God, and how the likeness of God? 2. What did God, in His special
goodness, create expressly for man? What was in the garden, and
what stood in the middle of it> 3. What commandment did God
give to man® 4. What did God say, seeing Adam still alone on the
earth? Why did God cause all the animals to come before Adam?
How did God create a helpmate for Aaam? What did Adam call
her?

CHAPTER 1V.
The Fall of our First Parents.

He is a liar, and the father thereof.—John, 8, 44.

F all the animals that God had placed upon the earth,
O none was more cunning than the serpent. Hence the
devil, who was envious of the happiness of our first parents,
made use of him in order to seduce them.

2. Eve, prompted by curiosity, approaching the forbidden
tree, saw a serpent near it. He began to speak, and said to
her: “Why has God commanded you, that you should not
eat of every tree of Paradise?” Eve answered: “Of the
fruit of the trees of Paradise we do eat; but of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of Paradise, God has commanded
us that we should not eat, and that we should not touch it,
lest, perhaps, we die.”

3. The serpent said to the woman: “No, surely you shall
not die if you eat of the fruit of that tree; but, rather, your
eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.”
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4. Hearing this, Eve gave way to pride, and she saw that
the fruit was good to eat and pleasant to behold. She took
and ate of the fruit, and gave to her husband, and he also ate.
Thus was the first sin committed.

5. At the same time they lost sanctifying grace, which was
the life of their soul; they lost the immortality of their body:
their eyes were opened, and they saw with shame that they

THE FALL OF OUR FIRST PARENTS.

were naked. In their shame and confusion they began to
sew fig-leaves together, in order to cover their nakedness.

6. But soon they heard the voice of God calling them, and
they hid themselves among the trees. And God said:
“Adam, where art thou?” And Adam answered: “I heard
Thy voice, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid
myself.” And God said: “Who has told thee that thou art
naked? Hast thou eaten of the forbidden fruit?” Adam
replied: “The woman whom Thou gavest me to be my com-
panion gave me of the fruit, and I did eat.” And the Lord
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said to the woman: “Why has thou done this?” She re-
plied: “The serpent deceived me, and I did eat.”

7. Then God said to the serpent: “Because thou hast done
this thing, thou art cursed among all the beasts of the earth.
Upon thy breast thou shalt go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life. I will put enmity! between thee and the
woman, and thy seed and her seed; she shall crush thy head,
and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.” This referred to
the Savior, who was one day to destroy the power of Satan.
The woman mentioned is the Blessed Virgin Mary.

8. To Eve God said: “In sorrow and pain shalt thou bring
forth thy children. Thou shalt be subject to thy husband,
and he shall have dominion2 over thee.”

9. And to Adam He said: ‘“Because thou has harkened to
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, whereof I
commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the
earth in thy work; with labor and toil shalt thou eat thereof
all the days of thy life. Thorns and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee. In the sweat of thy face thou shalt eat bread,
till thou shalt return to the earth, out of which thou wast
taken; for dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return.”

10. How great is the mercy of God, that He promised a
Redeemer to our sinful parents. How hateful must sin be to
God, since He pronounces so terrible a curse on those favored
creatures whom He had so recently blessed. When God had
pronounced the sentence of banishment and death on Adam
and Eve; when He had commanded the elements to oppress
them in divers ways, He drove them out of Paradise, and
placed before the gate Cherubim, with flaming sword, turning
every way, to guard the way leading to the tree of life.

QUESTIONS.

1. Of what animal did the devil make use, in order to seduce our
first parents? 2. What did the serpent say to Eve when she saw
him at the tree? What did Eve reply? 3. What did the serpent
then say? 4. What did Eve do? What did Adam do? What was
thus committed? 5. What change then took place in Adam and

1 EN'MiTY, strife, warfare. 2 DoMIN'ION, power, control.
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Eve? What did they do to cover their nakedness? 6. What did
they do when God called them? What did Adam say? What did
God say? What did Adam reply? What did the Lord say to the
woman? What did she reply? 7. What did God say to the ser-
pent? In what words did God promise a Redeemer? 8. What did
God say to the woman? 9. What did He say to Adam? 10. When
God banished Adam and Eve from Paradise, whom did He place at
the entrance to guard the way to the tree of life?

CHAPTER V.
Cain and Abel.
By the envy of the devil, death came into the world.—Wis. 2, 24.

DAM and Eve had many children; the first two were

Cain and Abel. Cain was a husbandman, or tiller of
the earth; Abel was a shepherd. Abel was just, but the
works of Cain were evil. Now, it happened one day that
they offered a sacrifice to God in gratitude for the benefits
He had bestowed upon them.

2. Abel offered the firstlings of his flock, and Cain, fruits
pf the earth. The Lord regarded Abel and his gifts with
favor, but for Cain and his offerings He had no regard. See-
ing this, Cain was exceedingly angry, and his countenance
fell.

3. And the Lord said to Cain: “Why art thou angry, and
why is thy countenance fallen? If thou do well, shalt thou
not receive? but if ill, shall not sin forthwith be present at
the door?” Keep away from sin. But Cain did not heed
the Lord.

4, One day he said to his brother: “Let us go forth
abroad.” Abel, suspecting no evil, went out with him; and
when they were in the field, Cain rose up against Abel, his
brother, and slew him. The Lord said to Cain: “Where is
thy brother Abel?” Cain replied in an insolent manner:
“I know not; am I my brother’s keeper?”

5. And the Lord said to him: “What hast thou done?
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The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth to me from the earth.
Now, therefore, cursed shalt thou be upon the earth, which
hath opened her mouth and received the blood of thy brother
at thy hand. When thou shalt till it, it shall not yield to
thee its fruit. A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be upon
the earth.”

6. And Cain, in despair, said to the Lord: “My iniquity is
greater than that I may deserve pardon. Behold! Thou

I
T
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DEATH OF ABEL,

dost cast me out this day from the face of the earth. Every
one, therefore, who findeth me will kill me.” The Lord said
to him: “No, it shall not be so; but whosoever shall kill
Cain shall be punished sevenfold.” And He set a mark upon
Cain, that whosoever found him should not kill him. And
Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt as a fugi-
tive on the earth.

7. Abel, who offered a sacrifice pleasing to God, is a figure
of Christ, whose sacrifice of the Cross was infinitely pleasing
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to God. In the conduct of Cain we see the awful consequences
of envy. Had he promptly suppressed in his heart the first
emotion of envy, he never would have stained his hands and
his soul with his brother’s blood, which cried to heaven for
vengeance.

QUESTIONS.

1. Who were the first two children of Adam and Eve® What was
Cain? What was Abel? 2. What offerings did Cain and Abel
make to God? Why did they offer a sacrifice? @ Were the sacrifices
of the two brothers equally well received? What happened then?
3. What did the Lord say to Cain? Did Cain heed the words of
God? 4. What did Cain say to Abel? What happened when they
walked out together? What did the Lord say to Camm? What did
Cain reply? 5. What did the Lord then say? 6. What did Cain,
in despair, say to the Lord? What did the Lord reply? 7. Of
whom is Abel a figure? What do we see in the conduct of Cain?

CHAPTER VI.
The Deluge.

The wicked shall be destroyed from the earth, and they that do
unjustly shall be taken away from it.—Prov. 2, 22.
DAM lived nine hundred and thirty years. He had
many sons and daughters, to whom he announced the
Law of God and the coming of the Redeemer. His immedi-
ate descendants also lived to a very great age. Mathusala,
the oldest of them, lived nine hundred and sixty-nine years.
The people became very numerous. Some were herdsmen
and lived in tents; others built cities and became mechanics
and musicians. The descendants of the pious Seth, whom
God had given to Adam instead of Abel, were good, feared
God, and hence were called the children of God. Henoch,
one of the children of God, was noted for his faith and piety,
and was taken up alive into heaven. The descendants of
Cain, however, turned away from God, were wicked, and
were called the children of men.
2. Unhappily, the children of God began to associate with



