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PREFACE

he first part of this book was copied without my

knowledge, before the work had been completed
and revised. I have therefore been obliged to finish it
as best I could, more hurriedly, and so more briefly,
than I wished. For had an undisturbed and adequate
period been allowed me for publishing it, I should have
introduced and subjoined many things about which I
have been silent. For it was while suffering under great
anguish of heart, the origin and reason of which are
known to God, that, at the entreaty of others, I began
the book in England, and finished it when an exile
in Capra. From the theme on which it was published
I have called it Cur Deus Homo, and have divided it
into two short books. The first contains the objections
of infidels, who despise the Christian faith because
they deem it contrary to reason; and also the reply of

believers; and, in fine, leaving Christ out of view (as if

ix
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nothing had ever been known of him), it proves, by
absolute reasons, the impossibility that any man should
be saved without him. Again, in the second book, like-
wise, as if nothing were known of Christ, it is more-
over shown by plain reasoning and fact that human
nature was ordained for this purpose, viz., that every
man should enjoy a happy immortality, both in body
and in soul; and that it was necessary that this design
for which man was made should be fulfilled; but that
it could not be fulfilled unless God became man, and
unless all things were to take place which we hold with
regard to Christ. I request all who may wish to copy
this book to prefix this brief preface, with the heads of
the whole work, at its commencement; so that, into
whosesoever hands it may fall, as he looks on the face
of it, there may be nothing in the whole body of the
work which shall escape his notice.
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CHAPTER |

The question on which the whole work rests.

have been often and most earnestly requested by

many, both personally and by letter, that I would
hand down in writing the proofs of a certain doctrine
of our faith, which I am accustomed to give to inquir-
ers; for they say that these proofs gratify them, and are
considered sufficient. This they ask, not for the sake
of attaining to faith by means of reason, but that they
may be gladdened by understanding and meditating
on those things which they believe; and that, as far as
possible, they may be always ready to convince any one
who demands of them a reason of that hope which is
in us. And this question, both infidels are accustomed
to bring up against us, ridiculing Christian simplicity
as absurd; and many believers ponder it in their hearts;
for what cause or necessity, in sooth, God became
man, and by his own death, as we believe and affirm,
restored life to the world; when he might have done

this, by means of some other being, angelic or human,
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or merely by his will. Not only the learned, but also
many unlearned persons interest themselves in this
inquiry and seek for its solution. Therefore, since many
desire to consider this subject, and, though it seem very
difficult in the investigation, it is yet plain to all in the
solution, and attractive for the value and beauty of the
reasoning; although what ought to be sufficient has
been said by the holy fathers and their successors, yet
I will take pains to disclose to inquirers what God has
seen fit to lay open to me. And since investigations,
which are carried on by question and answer, are thus
made more plain to many, and especially to less quick
minds, and on that account are more gratifying, I will
take to argue with me one of those persons who agitate
this subject; one, who among the rest impels me more
earnestly to it, so that in this way Boso may question

and Anselm reply.



CHAPTER 11

How those things which are to be said should be received.

oso. As the right order requires us to believe the

deep things of Christian faith before we undertake
to discuss them by reason; so to my mind it appears
a neglect if, after we are established in the faith, we
do not seek to understand what we believe. Therefore,
since I thus consider myself to hold the faith of our
redemption, by the prevenient grace of God, so that,
even were | unable in any way to understand what I
believe, still nothing could shake my constancy; I desire
that you should discover to me, what, as you know,
many besides myself ask, for what necessity and cause
God, who is omnipotent, should have assumed the lit-
tleness and weakness of human nature for the sake of

its renewal?

Anselm. You ask of me a thing which is above me, and
therefore I tremble to take in hand subjects too lofty
for me, lest, when some one may have thought or even
seen that I do not satisfy him, he will rather believe that
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[ am in error with regard to the substance of the truth,

than that my intellect is not able to grasp it.

Boso. You ought not so much to fear this, because you
should call to mind, on the other hand, that it often
happens in the discussion of some question that God
opens what before lay concealed; and that you should
hope for the grace of God, because if you liberally
impart those things which you have freely received, you
will be worthy to receive higher things to which you
have not yet attained.

Anselm. 'There is also another thing on account of
which I think this subject can hardly, or not at all, be
discussed between us comprehensively; since, for this
purpose, there is required a knowledge of Power and
Necessity and Will and certain other subjects which
are so related to one another that none of them can be
fully examined without the rest; and so the discussion
of these topics requires a separate labor, which, though
not very easy, in my opinion, is by no means useless;
for ignorance of these subjects makes certain things dif-

ficult, which by acquaintance with them become easy.
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Boso. You can speak so briefly with regard to these
things, each in its place, that we may both have all that
is requisite for the present object, and what remains to

be said we can put off to another time.

Anselm. 'This also much disinclines me from your
request, not only that the subject is important, but
as it is of a form fair above the sons of men, so is it
of a wisdom fair above the intellect of men. On this
account, | fear, lest, as | am wont to be incensed against
sorry artists, when I see our Lord himself painted in
an unseemly figure; so also it may fall out with me if I
should undertake to exhibit so rich a theme in rough
and vulgar diction.

Boso. Even this ought not to deter you, because, as you
allow any one to talk better if he can, so you preclude
none from writing more elegantly if your language does
not please him. But, to cut you off from all excuses, you
are not to fulfil this request of mine for the learned but

for me, and those asking the same thing with me.

Anselm. Since 1 observe your earnestness and that of
those who desire this thing with you, out of love and
pious zeal, I will try to the best of my ability with the
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assistance of God and your prayers, which, when mak-
ing this request, you have often promised me, not so
much to make plain what you inquire about, as to
inquire with you. But I wish all that I say to be received
with this understanding, that, if I shall have said any-
thing which higher authority does not corroborate,
though I appear to demonstrate it by argument, yet it
is not to be received with any further confidence, than
as so appearing to me for the time, until God in some
way make a clearer revelation to me. But if [ am in any
measure able to set your inquiry at rest, it should be
concluded that a wiser than I will be able to do this
more fully; nay, we must understand that for all that a
man can say or know still deeper grounds of so great a
truth lie concealed.

Boso. Suffer me, therefore, to make use of the words of
infidels; for it is proper for us when we seek to inves-
tigate the reasonableness of our faith to propose the
objections of those who are wholly unwilling to sub-
mit to the same faith, without the support of reason.
For although they appeal to reason because they do
not believe, but we, on the other hand, because we do
believe; nevertheless, the thing sought is one and the

same. And if you bring up anything in reply which
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sacred authority seems to oppose, let it be mine to urge

this inconsistency until you disprove it.

Anselm. Speak on according to your pleasure.





